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(MWA   1582)  
 

Heritage Statement ( and Design & Access Statement)    for: 
 
Proposed  alterations, minor extension, alterations to outbuilding and alterations to 
parking & garden, at: 
 
The Wheatsheaf PH, Chilton Foliat RG17 0TE: 
 
For, Mr Ollie Hunter 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

View of the rear of The Wheatsheaf, from the north-east. 
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Introduction: 
 
This statement has been prepared by Mathewson Waters Architects on behalf of the applicant, Mr Ollie 

Hunter. 

 

The purpose of the heritage part of this statement is to explain the justification for the proposal and how it 

relates to the significance, character, appearance and setting of the heritage asset, in accordance with 

the national guidance contained within the NPPF (National Planning Policy Framework), and the practical 

guidance as set out in the extant practice guide to PPS5: Planning for the Historic Environment.  

 

The Design & access part of this statement is to explain; 
 

“the design principles and concepts that have been applied to the proposed development and 
how issues relating to access to the development have been dealt with” 

                                                                             Para. 80, DCLG Circular 01/2006 

This statement should be read in conjunction with the plans and other supporting documents that have 

been submitted with the Planning application: 

 Location Plan & block plan (1582.01) 

 Proposed floor plans (1582.07) 

 Proposed elevations (1582.06) 

 Proposed site plan & outbuilding (1582.08) 

 Site & building survey plans (Brunel Surveys):  16217-50 (Ground floor, First floor, Cellar & 

Outbuilding)  & 200-01T Site survey. 

 

The application: 

This application seeks full planning and listed building consent for the following works: 

 Internal alterations to the layout of the pub and accommodation. 

 Two-storey rear extension to accommodate a staircase. 

 Alterations to the external appearance of the toilet block. 

 Extension to the outbuilding (former beer store). 

 Alterations to the parking layout and garden. 

 

Background to the application: 

The Wheatsheaf has been in grave danger of having no owner that was willing or able to operate the 

business as a pub and restaurant.  The business and building were put up for sale by the previous owner 
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and it quickly became clear that most interest in purchasing the premises was in relation to converting the 

building to a private dwelling. 

 

Sadly, this level of decline for rural pubs is not uncommon, a result of many negative issues that have 

affected the pub trade over the period -  smoking ban, supermarket pricing and the increase in home 

entertainment, changes in consumer tastes, the increase in casual dining in nearby Hungerford and 

Marlborough, social changes, health concerns, changing demographics  and the economic downturn, 

have all impacted on the frequency of pub visits and drinking levels. 

 

The community within Chilton Foliat were determined not to lose their pub and a very active campaign 

was established to try and purchase and run the Wheatsheaf as a community business.   Fortunately, the 

applicant decided to purchase the business and to establish a new pub/restaurant. The aim of Ollie and 

his partner Lauren, as stated on their website, is to  lavor  a…..” grand vision of slowly regenerating it 

into a place full of  lavor, music, art and fun.” 

 

To ensure the future of the business, the application proposals are essential.  The proposed changes will 

certainly help underwrite its ongoing financial viability by providing a more diverse income stream and 

improving operational efficiency and profitability. This will result in a better pub & restaurant with a more 

certain future for the benefit of the applicant, the village and its community. 

 

 

The application building & site: 

The Victoria County History of Wiltshire notes that: 

 

There was an inn in the village in 1620 (fn. 56) and an inn called the Red Lion possibly stood there in 

1679. (fn. 57)An inn called the Wheatsheaf standing in 1767 and 1773 had been demolished by 

1792. (fn. 58) The Stag’s Head was open in 1813, (fn. 59) gave a name to Stag Hill which was built 

immediately east of it, and was closed c. 1955.(fn. 60) A new Wheatsheaf had been opened by 

1815; (fn. 61) as a red-brick and thatched building of the 18th century it remained open in 1995. The 

New inn was open in the 1840s and 1850s. (fn. 62) 

(Victoria County History – Wiltshire :  A History of the County of Wiltshire: Volume 16,) 

 

http://www.british-history.ac.uk/vch/wilts/vol16/pp88-109#fnn56
http://www.british-history.ac.uk/vch/wilts/vol16/pp88-109#fnn57
http://www.british-history.ac.uk/vch/wilts/vol16/pp88-109#fnn58
http://www.british-history.ac.uk/vch/wilts/vol16/pp88-109#fnn59
http://www.british-history.ac.uk/vch/wilts/vol16/pp88-109#fnn60
http://www.british-history.ac.uk/vch/wilts/vol16/pp88-109#fnn61
http://www.british-history.ac.uk/vch/wilts/vol16/pp88-109#fnn62
http://www.british-history.ac.uk/vch/wilts
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The following extracts from historical OS plans (1886- 1981), illustrate how the Wheatsheaf and its 

curtilage have altered over the past 100 years. 

Aerial view of the application site (Google Earth) outlined in red. 
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Extract from the 1886 OS plan: Showing the Wheatsheaf and outbuilding shaded in grey. 

Extract from the 1924 OS plan: Showing 
the Wheatsheaf and outbuilding shaded 
in grey. 
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Photographs of the building and site: 

  

View of the rear of The Wheatsheaf, from the 
north-east. 

View of the rear of The Wheatsheaf, from the north-
east. 
 

Extract from the 1981 OS plan: Showing the Wheatsheaf and outbuilding shaded in grey. 
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View of the storage part of the building, from the 
north-east 

View of the north elevation of the Victorian part of the 
building. 
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View of the toilet block from the east. View of the existing rear lobby entrance, from the north. 

  

View of the car parking from the rear lobby door, 
looking north. 

View of outbuilding from the west 
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View of the main bar, looking east. View within the main bar, looking north-west. 

  

View of the painted flintwork above the door 
between the passage and the main bar. 
This paint is being removed to reveal the bare 
flints. 

View of the painted brick relieving arch over the door 
through from the passage towards the cellar entrance. 
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View within the cellar. View of the existing kitchen, which is to become the 
smaller dining space. 

  

View of the mezzanine in the rear store, which 
would become living accommodation with a new 
floor structure. 

View of the east store wall from within. 
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View of the existing bathroom at first floor. View of the existing east room at first floor. 

  

View of the middle room looking south. View of the west room looking south-west. 

  

View of the central chimney stack within the front 
roof, looking west. 

View of an existing purlin which has fractured and 
requires repair. 
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View of the studwork infill panel at the junction of 
front and rear parts of the building to 
accommodate the change in ceiling levels. 

View within the front roof structure, looking east. 

  

View of an area of plasterboard ceiling from within 
the attic. 

View of the attic space in the rear part of the building, 
looking north. 

 

          

 Description of the works and justification/mitigation: 

 

Item of work 

 

Description of intervention Significance & mitigation 

Alterations to existing 

WCs 

Removal of windows; 

Alterations to (and removal of) 

internal partitions. Introduction 

of new partitions; Alterations to 

roof. 

This part of the building is the least significant in 

historical terms. It detracts from the appearance and 

setting of the building. It has machine-made bricks 

and a corrugated shallow-pitched roof. The partitions 

and other fabric that would be removed are 

approximately 50 years old and are not of 

architectural or historical interest. 

 

The proposed alterations are intended to provide 

good quality male and female loos, each with a 
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cubicle suitable for wheelchair users. The external 

alterations are intended to create a more neutral and 

well detailed appearance that would enhance the 

setting of the listed building and the proposed rear 

entrance extension. 

 

Opening-up of the rear of 

the existing fireplace in 

the main bar. 

Removal of a number of bricks 

to create an opening to match 

the existing one. 

The applicant wishes to use the working fireplace and 

chimney to heat both ends of the bar and dining area 

by introducing a double-fronted log burner. 

 

In mitigation, the size and form of the chimney breast 

would not be altered, such that its significance in 

relation to the layout of the building would be 

undiminished. 

 

Relocation of the bar 

counter and fittings. 

The bar counter would be 

moved from a central position 

within the main bar, to a new 

position to one side. 

The existing counter and fittings would be re-used in 

the new location. The counter itself is not of 

significance in terms of age or detailing, but the 

applicant wishes to be economic in the costs of the 

project and also to retain and re-use fixtures where 

possible to maintain some degree of continuity in the 

interior fabric of the building. 

The relocation of the bar is intended to improve the 

layout of the main bar and dining area and the flow 

between bar and kitchen. This is crucial to how the 

applicant considers that the business needs to be 

organised to help safeguard its viability. 

Removal of a section of 

wall behind the existing 

bar area, and the infilling 

of earlier interventions to 

the same wall. 

An existing opening would be 

widened, and two areas of 

earlier openings would be 

infilled. 

The proposed opening is intended to improve the 

operation of the bar and dining area, and (crucially) 

the flow between bar, dining areas and kitchen. This 

is crucial to how the applicant considers that the 

business needs to be organised to help safeguard its 

viability.  In mitigation, flint and brick that is removed 

from the wall will be reused in in-flling earlier 

interventions, ensuring that this material is kept within 

the building. 

Replacement of existing 

rear entrance door and 

The extension would be 

formed from oak framing with a 

The full and viable use of this building relies on being 

able to create gallery exhibition space on the first 
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side windows, with new 

extension enclosing 

staircase. 

thatched roof. The thatching 

would be to the same detailing 

as the main roof, and the oak 

frame would be constructed by 

a specialist carpenter using 

traditional methods and 

details. 

floor, which has a safe means of escape. The new 

stairs would provide a suitable access leading down 

into a protected lobby. Sufficient space is needed to 

achieve this and the layout as shown requires the 

extension to project beyond the line of the existing 

lobby wall. 

 

The fabric to be lost is thought to be originally late 

Victorian, with replacement joinery fitted in the 1950s. 

Existing kitchen to be 

converted to use as 

dining space. 

Widening of existing door 

opening to create a wider 

access. 

This space would no longer be needed as a kitchen, 

as the kitchen operation is being moved into the 

space used as an overflow dining room. The resulting 

layout is more practical and attractive as it enables 

diners to be fully visible by staff in the bar, as well as 

there being the benefit of the two dining spaces 

flowing through into each other. 

The resulting loss of the two wall ‘wings’ is 

unfortunate as the wall is most likely late-Victorian. 

However, it will still be possible for the line of the wall 

to be understood by future observers such that the 

earlier layout can be appreciated. 

 

General alterations to 

layout of rear store which 

is to become a food prep 

area. 

Some removal of minor 

existing partitions and 

introduction of new ones to suit 

layout shown.  General lining 

of walls with insulated dry-

lining and decoration. 

This area is rather neglected and just used for 

general storage. It can be brought back into use as 

part of the kitchen food preparation and storage 

needs.  The partitions being removed are poor-quality 

modern fabric which has no intrinsic value and tends 

to detract from the building’s character.  The 

refurbishment and active use of this space is a 

positive enhancement to the building and its viability 

as a pub/restaurant. 

Removal of partitions in 

the front part of the first 

floor. 

The first floor accommodation 

at the front of the building, is 

divided using a mixture of 

1950s/1960s timber stud 

partitions, and some earlier 

Victorian thin boarded screen 

partitions. Removing these 

The use of the first floor front spaces as an art 

gallery, is an important element in the applicant’s 

business plan for The Wheatsheaf. The removal of 

the partitions would have mixed levels of significance 

due to the variety (in terms of age) of the partitions 

that are affected.  

The resultant impact and loss of older fabric must 
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would create an open-plan 

layout suitable for a gallery 

space. 

therefore be weighed against the public benefits of 

helping to ensure the ongoing life of the building as a 

pub. 

Removal of some or all of 

the ceiling in the front part 

of the first floor. 

The removal of the ceiling 

would enable the first floor 

space to be opened up to 

expose the attractive trusses 

and thatch to be viewed within 

and as part of the gallery 

interior. 

The ceilings are a mixture of modern plasterboard on 

softwood joists and some lath & plaster.  The removal 

of the ceilings would create a view of the roof 

structure which would better reveal the significance 

and character of the historic fabric to members of the 

public. This display of the vernacular details and 

materials would, in itself act as an exhibit to educate 

the public on aspects of traditional construction. 

Refurbishment of the 

spaces in the rear part of 

the building at first floor. 

The refurbishment, updating 

and minor alterations to the 

existing rooms, and the re-

introduction of a floor structure 

over the food prep area. 

It is important to create a self-contained apartment for 

the applicant and his partner. This can best be 

provided in the rear part of the building, served by the 

new staircase. 

 As part of this work, the neglected rearmost part of 

the building can receive a new floor structure, where 

currently there is just a dilapidated mezzanine floor. 

In mitigation, all existing window openings are to be 

re-used and the majority of the work will relate to 

traditional plastering, re-wiring, extending the heating 

system, decorating and adding new fixtures and 

fittings. 

   

Outbuilding Creating a small recording 

studio within the building, 

including adding a small 

extension and forming doors 

out to a rear paved area. 

This building has been truncated at some point 

between 1924 & 1981, as can be understood by 

studying the historical OS plans reproduced earlier in 

this statement. 

The proposed dry-lining, sound-proofing, decoration 

and insertion of external doors, will not affect the 

character of the outbuilding to any significant material 

degree. The addition of a modest extension can be 

undertaken such that it would appear subordinate to 

the main part of the building; although this is 

considered to be a minor consideration in the 

historical context of the building having been 

drastically truncated during the last century. 
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The use of the outbuilding as a small recording studio 

is another key part of the business plan for The 

Wheatsheaf, and is therefore important in the efforts 

over the next few years to retain the site as a pub and 

restaurant. 

   

 

Planning policy: 

The following local and national planning policies are relevant in assessing this application:  

Local: 
 
Policies 57 and 58 in the Wiltshire Council Core Strategy, (adopted January 2015), would be relevant here.   

It requires that heritage assets and in particular listed buildings, should be conserved and, where 

possible enhanced, and should contribute to the wider benefit of the community. 

 

National: 

The guidance contained within the National Planning Policy Framework 2012 (NPPF) sections 7 and 12,  

will be relevant in assessing whether to grant planning permission for development which affects a listed 

building or its setting. 

 

The Council also has a statutory duty, under Sections 16 and 66(1) of the Planning (Listed Building and 

Conservation Areas) Act, to have special regard to the ‘desirability of preserving the building or its setting or 

any features of special architectural or historic interest which it possesses’. 

 

We consider that the’ less than significant harm’ that would result from the proposed alterations to the listed 

building is outweighed by the public benefit of adapting the building to suit the business needs associated with 

operating a successful pub & restaurant in a village location. 

 

Pre-application consultation: 

The applicant has discussed the proposals with members of the community. The village wishes to 

support its local facilities, and the future viability of the pub in particular is important to them. 

Amount of development: 

The proposed extension to the rear lobby area would introduce an additional  6.3 m2 of gross-internal 

floor area. 
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The extension to the outbuilding would create an additional 9.5 m2 of floor area. 

Layout: 

Alterations to the internal layout are shown on the submitted plans and can be understood by comparing 

the existing survey plans with the proposed floor plans.  The proposed alterations to the site layout are 

illustrated on the submitted site layout plan. 

Scale: 

The scale of the proposed extensions to the main building and to the outbuilding are subordinate to the 

host building in each case.  

Appearance:  

Materials are carefully selected and reflect the local vernacular of this Wiltshire Village; Thatch, clay tile, 

clay brick and traditional joinery & carpentry, are intended to enhance the character and setting of the 

listed building. 

Landscaping: 

The site layout around the rear of the building would be altered to improve the setting of the listed 

building. The parking area would be moved further north in order that the garden to the pub can be 

brought close-up to the rear of the building, instead of the current situation where tarmac runs up to the 

building and parked cars separate customers from what could be a very pleasant garden. 

Access: 

There are no vehicular access considerations as part of the proposals.  Access for people with disabilities 

would be provided in accordance with part ‘M’ of the current building regulations, to the ground floor pub 

& restaurant floor space.  The proposed staircase would be designed to be suitable for use by ambulant 

disabled visitors, such that the proposed gallery can be visited by as many people as possible.  
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Ecology: 

No evidence of bats using the roofspace as a roost or feeding space has been found, and no anecdotal 

evidence has been passed to the applicant. The thatched roof would tend to be a space that bats would 

not roost within.   If the council’s ecologist considers that a stage 1 report, to explore the provision of 

external bat roost boxes might be desirable, then the applicant would be happy for this to be made a 

condition on any approval notice. 

 

 

Summary: 

 
 

This proposal represents an imaginative and pragmatic response to an ailing business set within an 

attractive and important listed building. Failing pubs are constantly prey to applications to change them 

into a private dwelling and there was a real and present risk of that happening in the case of The 

Wheatsheaf.   The applicant has a vision for this building and his business which will, if successful 

establish a sustainable and exciting restaurant, bar, gallery and music & arts venue which will be a 

cultural and social asset to the community, and which will provide the best chance of retaining the 

Wheatsheaf in the use for which it was originally established.  This involves some change inside and 

externally, but which is carefully conceived and can be sensitively executed. 

 
 
 
 

 Howard Waters R.I.B.A. 
(B.Arch;  MSc Cons. Hist. Bldgs.) 

14th December 2015 
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Statutory Listing Description: 

 

 

  
© Mr Graham J Greaves LRPS 

 
 

IoE Number: 310583 
Location: WHEATSHEAF PUBLIC HOUSE, A419 (north side) 
  CHILTON FOLIAT, KENNET, WILTSHIRE 
Photographer: Mr Graham J Greaves LRPS 
Date Photographed: 30 October 2001 
Date listed: 06 March 1985 
Date of last amendment: 06 March 1985 
Grade II 

The Images of England website consists of images of listed buildings based on the statutory list as it was in 2001 and does not 
incorporate subsequent amendments to the list. For the statutory list and information on the current listed status of individual 
buildings please go to The National Heritage List for England. 

SU 37 SWCHILTON FOLIATA.419(north side)5/123Wheatsheaf P.H. 

SU 37 SW CHILTON FOLIAT A.419 (north side) 5/123 Wheatsheaf P.H. GV II House, now public house. Early C19. Daiper 
brickwork with laced flintwork on return. Thatched roof. 2-storey, 3 bays with 2 half glazed 6-panel doors with bracketed pent 
roofs. 2 late C19 canted and hipped bays. First floor has 3-light segmental headed windows. Blue vitrified brick band at first floor 
level. Gable stacks and stack between 1st and 2nd bays. To left, rear 2-bay wing of early C19 with 12- and 20-pane sashes. 

 

http://www.english-heritage.org.uk/list



