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This Statement of the Chilton Foliat Conservation Area has been 
produced to identify and record those special qualities of the village that 
make up its architectural and historic character.  This is to provide a 
sound basis for local plan policies and development control decisions 
and to assist the development of proposals for the preservation or 
enhancement of the character or appearance of the area.  

  
 The Statement contains an assessment of the Chilton Foliat 

Conservation Area and is intended for all those with an interest in the 
village, or undertaking work on its buildings, landscape, streets or 
public spaces.  By drawing attention to the distinctive features of 
Chilton Foliat it is intended that its character will be protected and 
enhanced for the benefit of this and future generations. 

  
 

 
The river is of considerable importance in the 
historic development of Chilton Foliat but 
within the Conservation Area it is largely 
hidden from public view.  
 

Chilton Foliat Conservation Area was designated in November 1974 
and since then the boundary has remained unchanged. The Conservation 
Area extends from the bridge and Bridge House at the south-eastern end 
of the village to west of the church and encompasses buildings on both 
sides of the street.  The former buildings of Manor Farm to the north-
west of the village are included; 20th century buildings at Stag Hill are 
outside the area.  Open space is included where it is important to the 
setting of the village.  The southern boundary of the Conservation Area 
is the south bank of the River Kennet.  

 
 

 
Chilton Foliat Conservation Area – showing the main road layout and with the listed buildings in red.  An enlarged map of the area is 
included on pages 6 and 7.  © Crown copyright.  All rights reserved  Kennet District Council  LA078328 2002 

This plan shows clearly the historic pattern of Chilton Foliat based on the linear forms of the main road and Stag Hill.   It also shows 
the river and the open spaces at each end of the village that are included within the Conservation Area in recognition of their 
contribution to the setting of the village. 



Geology and topography  
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 Chilton Foliat village stands on the north bank of the River Kennet 

approximately two miles north-west of Hungerford.  Ramsbury is three 
miles west and Lambourn approximately six miles to the north.  At one 
time the road through the village formed part of the main road from 
Hungerford to Hereford (then the A419) although since 1971 through 
traffic has been redirected to the M4 motorway. 

  
 The village sits on more or less level ground on the 110 metre contour.  

Nearly all of the parish lies on chalk although there are extensive 
deposits of alluvium beside the river. 

  
 Origins and development of the village 
  
 

 
The Church of St Mary dates from the 
14th century and the Old Rectory beyond an 
18th century alteration of an earlier building.  
The Pearse Monument is 19th century. 
 

Chilton is a common Anglo Saxon village name linked with 'child'.  In 
these terms 'Chiltons' are often considered to be farms that support the 
landowner's heir and may represent the reorganisation of large estates.  
It has been suggested that Chilton Foliat was once linked with 
Ramsbury, as the 10 hide estate of Chilton, when added to the 90 hides 
of Ramsbury, would have made the Ramsbury Hundred. The parish of 
Chilton Foliat includes Leverton to the east and East and West Soley to 
the north. There are Saxon Charters of 984 and 1050 which describe the 
boundaries of Leverton and Eddington.  

  
 Foliat comes from the name of the landowners of Chilton Foliat Manor.  

Sir Sampson Foliot was the principal landowner here between the 1240s 
and 1280s and the property passed to other members of the family until 
coming into the possession of his grandson Henry Tyeys in 1289. 

  
 Chilton Foliat is sandwiched between the two large houses and estates 

of Littlecote and Chilton Lodge, neither of which lies within the village.  
In 1086 parts of the parish were in Berkshire, a situation that lasted until 
reorganisation in 1895 when the land within Berkshire became part of 
the parish of Hungerford. 

  
 

 
The timber frame brick and thatch Chilton 
Cottage, once three cottages, is listed as 
15th century but may have 14th century 
origins. Stud farmhouse to the left is late 18th 
or early 19th century. 
 

A Manor House mentioned in 1546 is believed to have stood 
immediately west of the church on the site of what was later to become 
Chilton House.  The house was built between 1755 and 1758 and was 
demolished in 1965; a photograph of the building is displayed in the 
parish church. 

  
 The village is ranged on both sides of the road and the regular line of 

boundaries on the north side suggests deliberate planning in the Middle 
Ages.  There are indications that the village once extended west of the 
church but buildings there disappeared long ago and by the early 
19th century there were many more buildings east of the church than 
west.  The earliest remaining buildings in the village are the group of 
three timber framed cottages (previously numbers 88-90 that now form 
Chilton Cottage) which date from the early to mid 15th century.     

  
 From its foundation until the 20th century agricultural activity formed 

the economic base of the village, being both arable and pasture with 
water meadows providing enriched grassland.  Woodland and parkland 
were also in use.  In 1086 there were two mills recorded in the parish, a 
corn mill and a fulling mill.  The corn mill, just west of the bridge, was 
rebuilt in the 18th century and remained in use until the 1930s. 

 

 
The one remaining mill at the eastern end of 
the village is now in residential use but the  
position and style of the building clearly 
portray its industrial origin.  

 



In the 17th century a subsidiary course of the road from London to Bath 
and Bristol followed the north bank of the Kennet, bypassed 
Hungerford, crossed Chilton Foliat parish and linked Chilton Foliat 
village to Ramsbury and Marlborough. In 1704 the road in the village 
was known as High Street and later the eastern part Leverton Lane.  The 
route through Chilton Foliat and Ramsbury was often called the Plow 
Way and sometimes referred to as Ramsbury Narrow Way.  The 
alternative main east-west route through Savernake was turnpiked in 
1747 and thereafter became the favoured road leaving Chilton Foliat 
somewhat isolated. 
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The Old Rectory is a building of considerable 
architectural and historic interest.  The main 
contribution to the street scene is the high 
brick wall and gatepiers.  Trees within the 
grounds provide an attractive setting. 
 

On the south bank of the Kennet a parallel road across the parish linked 
Hungerford and Littlecote House.  Chilton Foliat was linked to that road 
by a short north-south road which crossed the river at the east end of the 
street. A bridge had been built there by 1773 probably to encourage 
traffic and trade into the village.  The present bridge is a three arch 
18th century brick structure widened in 1936 when the route was 
identified as part of the trunk road network.  In the early 19th century 
there was a series of road links from the village to the north of which 
only Stag Hill remains. 

  
 The Victoria County History records that there was a tannery in the 

village from 1620 (or earlier) and a malthouse from the early 
18th century to the late 19th century.  It also notes that in the 19th century 
premises in the street were used for a wide variety of trades to serve 
local needs and presumably, where possible, passing trade. 

  
  
  
 

At one time east/west movement was north of 
the river.  The bridge constructed in the 
18th century was widened in 1936 as part of 
what was then the trunk road network.  
Fortunately following construction of the M4 
motorway in 1971 the road was detrunked. 
 

  
 Chilton Foliat in 1900.  This shows how the layout of the village has been influenced by 

its location alongside the river and on the through route from London to Bath / Bristol. 
The overall form of the village has remained more or less intact to the present day and 
almost all of the built-up area on this map is within the Conservation Area. 
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 Buildings of 17th century origin can be found at Kennet Place east of the 
bridge, and Vine Cottage in the centre of the village dates from the late 
17th or early 18th century.  Many of the listed historic buildings within 
the Conservation Area are 18th century or are 18th century remodelling 
of earlier buildings.  19th century buildings, listed and unlisted, make up 
most of the remainder of the Conservation Area. 19th century 
development includes the Wheatsheaf Inn and the national school of 
1847 which replaced the school that opened in 1835. The Methodist 
Chapel of 1796 was enlarged in 1932 but later closed and is now a 
private house. 

  
 A considerable amount of development took place in Chilton Foliat 

during the 20th century, much of it along Stag Hill and outside the 
Conservation Area.  Recent development within the area is mostly to the 
south between the main road and the river. 

  
 Archaeological significance 
 

 
The 19th century Wheatsheaf PH with the 
early 20th century Parish Hall.  Other public 
houses in the village, including a former 
Wheatsheaf PH on a different site, have long 
since disappeared. 

 
 Chilton Foliat is recorded in Domesday as Cilletone.  To the west of the 

village a number of discoveries have been made which date from the 
Saxon period onwards.  These include a horse harness pendant with 
traces of gilding, coins, buckles and a large thimble.  Medieval pottery 
and building material fragments have also been unearthed.   

  
 Several pre-historic and Romano British finds have been made in the 

village and Mesolithic and Neolithic flint tools, Bronze Age pottery 
sherds and Bronze Age tools have all been unearthed.  Other finds 
include Romano British pottery fragments, coins dating from the 1st and 
4th centuries and a brooch. 

  
Architectural and historic character    

  
 All of the approaches to the village are attractive and create a distinct 

sense of arrival.  Crossing the bridge from the south there are views east 
and west to the river and this is the main location where the river is 
evident from the public view.  The road from Leverton is distinguished 
by fine trees and by the gatepiers which mark the approach to Chilton, 
previously Chilton Lodge.  Arriving at the village from the north the 
buildings are not immediately apparent but begin to appear amongst the 
trees and then become more prominent past the plane tree outside The 
Old Rectory. 

  
 A significant number of buildings in the Conservation Area are listed as 

of special architectural or historic interest and many of these form part 
of the street scene.  In addition, there are other buildings of historic 
interest (largely 19th century) that are also part of the street.  Many of 
the buildings are close to the road and this creates a distinct sense of 
place with the variety of styles and dates clearly evident. 

  
 

 
A general view of the centre of Chilton Foliat 
showing the variety in architectural styles but 
with a consistency of materials.  The gentle 
curve of the main road brings buildings on 
the north side into prominence. 

Although the main route through the village is continuous, the character 
of the street varies.  At the western end the layout is low density with 
trees and open spaces predominant.  From the Old School eastwards the 
village is more built-up especially on the north side and it is evident that 
village activity was once found here.   Slight changes in the alignment 
of the road create visual interest and bring certain buildings into 
prominence.  At the eastern end of the village the sharp bends present a 
different and rapidly changing picture and here specimen trees, walls 
and gates are especially noticeable. 



 The approach to the village from the north is first marked by the 
entrance to the former Manor Farm where there are views to open 
countryside and considerable tree cover.  Just beyond is the Lych Gate 
backed by the lime trees that line the pathway to the church, the gate 
and trees being the parish memorial to those who died in the First World 
War.  The Parish Church of St. Mary, built of stone and flint, dates from 
the 13th and early 14th centuries although much restored in the 
19th century.  The well maintained churchyard provides an attractive and 
tranquil setting, particularly to the north where it is away from the noise 
of the road.  The imposing 19th century memorial to John Pearse and the 
trees in the churchyard are notable features. 
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The plan of the village shows considerable 
use of gable ends within the line of the street 
and these are especially noticeable where 
located on the line of the road. 
 

The character of the Conservation Area is best appreciated from the 
main street where the picture is largely made up of frontage buildings, 
walls and trees.  Views between buildings are attractive, but generally 
limited, and those to the south mostly contained by the woodland.  The 
Old Rectory, is a notable mid-18th century building, but its impact is 
lessened by its siting behind a high wall and it is the gates and gatepiers 
that form part of the street scene.  A number of the 20th century houses 
here are similarly positioned behind boundary walls.  Moving eastwards  
the Old School is the first of the buildings directly on the street and 
beyond the school the view is of an almost continual built-up frontage. 

  
 Stag House is a prominent late 18th/early 19th century building in red 

and blue patterned brick and on the other side of Stag Hill is number 64 
Chilton Foliat, again 18th century, once three cottages but now a single 
house.  Development eastwards is a mix of 18th and 19th century 
building almost all in brick and with tiled or thatched roofs. 

  
 The alignment of the main road means that buildings on the south side 

are less prominent, especially as some of the 20th century buildings such 
as Riverside, Meadowcroft and Orchard Green are built away from the 
road with open frontages. 

  
 

 
The patterned brick, clay tile and small pane 
timber sash windows of Stag House are 
typical 18th and 19th century style.  Stag Hill 
takes its name from the former Stag's Head 
pub. 

Just east of the former Post Office is the present Wheatsheaf PH, an 
early 19th century brick building with a thatched roof.  This Wheatsheaf 
replaces an earlier inn of the same name on a different site.  Here, as in 
a number of other buildings in the village, the brickwork is patterned 
and includes the use of flint.  Next to The Wheatsheaf is the Parish Hall.  
This 20th century building, although not listed, is distinguished and 
together with the cottages to the east forms the most densely built-up 
part of the village. 

  
 A number of the buildings on the eastern side of the village are 19th 

century and these, interspersed with the earlier listed buildings, create a 
sense of enclosure with Bridge House as the focus when travelling 
eastwards.  The main elevation of Bridge House faces the river and, 
although described as of architectural interest, has little discernible 
effect on the Conservation Area as the road view is less imposing. 
Crossing the bridge from the south, Mill Cottage and Millbrook are 
particularly prominent, although The Mill House, set back and slightly 
below road level, is part hidden behind other buildings and vegetation. 

  
 

 
Vine Cottage is a fine example of 17th century 
architecture.  Many of the buildings along the 
street are well maintained with original 
period details retained. 

Passing through the gatepiers at the end of the lane that leads towards 
Leverton, the built-up character changes with views across the field to 
the treeline on the north and with an important line of trees to the south.  
The driveway and footway to Kennet Place, together with the buildings, 
have a distinctly enclosed and semi-private character. 



Chilton Foliat Conservation Area - west 

   North 

 ↑ 

Key 
 
 Conservation Area 
  Boundary 
 
 Listed Building 
 
  Significant unlisted buildings  

 
Significant trees  
 
Significant hedges  
 

   P Plane Tree 
 
 

  
Details of listed buildings are correct at the time of publication but can change.   
For definitive information it is advisible to check with the District Council 

© Crown copyright.  All rights reserved  Kennet District Council  LA078328 2002  
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Chilton Foliat Conservation Area - east 

   North 

 ↑ 

  
© Crown copyright. All rights reserved  Kennet District Council  LA078328 2002 

  
The base map used in this report is the latest available – recent changes in the village may not be shown. 
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Building materials and details  
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 There is an attractive uniformity in the colour and texture of bricks used 

throughout the village and historic buildings in Chilton Foliat display a 
range of bricklaying skills.  Patterned brick and brick and flint are also 
evident.  South of the village at Furze Hill 'Hopgrass Brickworks' is 
shown on the 1900 Ordnance Survey map and is likely to have been the 
source of bricks for some of the later buildings in the village.  

  
 Roof coverings are a mixture of thatch (mostly combed wheat reed), 

clay tile and slate, although the Church of St. Mary is roofed in stone 
tile.  The earliest building recorded in the village, apart from the church, 
is Chilton Cottage, formerly three dwellings, which dates from the early 
to mid 15th century and which was restored in the late 1970s.  
Construction is of timber frame with brick and plaster infill. 

  
 

 
Original cast iron windows are a notable and 
distinguishing feature throughout the village.  
High quality brickwork is another attractive 
component of the Conservation Area. 
  

The design and detail of doors and windows are especially important in 
defining the character of a building.  17th century doors are usually of a 
simple plank or board design without glazing.  Windows would be small 
scale casements, probably iron with leaded lights, often replaced in 
timber although unusually in Chilton Foliat windows in many of the 
18th and 19th century buildings are small pane cast iron.  This is a locally 
distinctive feature that needs to be conserved. 

  
 Numbers 6 and 8 Kennet Place and Vine Cottage date from the 

17th century and are constructed in brick with clay tile roofs.  Brickwork 
on Vine Cottage is of Flemish bond which is common in the village.  
First floor windows at Vine Cottage are leaded light casements, whereas 
the ground floor are 19th century timber sash. 

  
 Buildings of the 18th century fall into two categories, either vernacular 

cottages in brick and thatch or the designed brick facades, with sliding 
sash windows, such as can be found at The Old Rectory and Stag 
House.  18th century doors are generally panelled, usually six-panel, and 
sometimes part glazed.  Timber sliding sash windows are representative 
of this period, the slim glazing bars being late Georgian.  Vernacular 
architecture of the 18th century largely follows earlier design with 
simple boarded doors and casement windows. 

 

 
Use of locally available building materials is 
a characteristic of early buildings.  The brick 
infill to Chilton Cottage is probably a 
replacement for wattle and daub.  Much of 
the thatch in the village is now combed wheat 
reed but is likely to have been long straw. 
  

The pattern of the 18th century is repeated in 19th century buildings so 
that, for example, numbers 72 to 74, which is a small group of cottages, 
have decorative brickwork and a thatched roof similar in appearance to 
earlier buildings.  In the 19th century those buildings designed for a 
particular purpose such as The Old School and the Parish Hall clearly 
show their origins. 

 

  
 Details such as gates, gatepiers and boundary walls all add to visual 

interest within the village and this applies particularly to features such 
as the Lych Gate and to the gatepiers at the eastern end of the village. 

  
 Landscape setting and the contribution made by green spaces and 

trees 
  
  

Typical 18th century detailing is well 
illustrated in the Old Rectory.  Here double-
hung painted timber sash windows, a six-
panel front door with fanlight and stone 
portico all denote a building of status. 

The Chilton Foliat Conservation Area is located in the Kennet Valley 
Landscape Character Area and the River Kennet is designated as a Site 
of Special Scientific Interest.  Looking to the north the hillside forms a 
backdrop to the village and to the south and east the riparian woodlands 
of the valley dominate.   



 The western end of the Conservation Area contains a formal planted 
paddock with specimen lime trees and there is a small area of mature 
woodland west of the church.  A block of Lawson cypress planted on 
the edge of the paddock creates a dominant and unattractive boundary. 
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 The churchyard and the grounds of The Old Rectory contain many 

mature trees but the most significant tree in the village is the enormous 
plane tree, previously within the garden of The Old Rectory, but now 
located in the footway just outside.  The position and size of this tree 
provide a distinctive identity to this part of the Conservation Area. 

  
 To the east of the Conservation Area in the gardens of Kennet Place are 

some important walnut trees, one of which is covered by a Tree 
Preservation Order.  Trees beyond the Conservation Area boundary are 
also important to the character of the village. 

  
 

 
The plane tree just east of the church is a key 
feature of Chilton Foliat and one that 
provides a distinctive entry into the main part 
of the village.  Open spaces are an important part of the character of the Chilton Foliat 

Conservation Area and provide an attractive setting to the village.  On 
the western side are the paddocks at the former Manor Farm and the 
churchyard.  To the north-east are the recreation ground, which provides 
an significant village amenity, and the fields and trees east of Stag Lane.  
From here the early linear development of the village along the main 
road and later along the lower part of Stag Lane is clearly evident. 

  
 Problems and eyesores 
  
 As with almost every other settlement in the district, the speed and 

frequency of traffic through the village is a matter of concern.  Vehicles, 
whether moving or parked, are intrusive and provision for off-street 
parking is often impossible.  Parked vehicles do however provide an 
element of traffic calming. 

  
 For the most part the character of Chilton Foliat is well maintained and 

there is little that is out of keeping.  The continuity of the street scene is 
interrupted by the Garage which is set back in the centre of the village.  
Although the layout here does not conform with the surrounding pattern 
of development, the effect on the street scene is mitigated by limited use 
of signs and advertising.  The introduction of activity in an otherwise 
residential area adds interest to village character. 

  
 The desire for security and privacy is recognised but the introduction of 

tall fences, walls and gates, and the replacement of hedges with fences, 
can have a negative impact on the street scene. 

  
 

 
Service poles and overhead supply cables are 
all too common in various parts of the 
Conservation Area and, although in part 
hidden by trees, are more visible in winter. 
 
Traditional boundaries are hedges and brick 
walls - timber fences and tall gates can 
appear overbearing and out of keeping. 

Overhead supply cables can be obtrusive, particularly in the winter 
months, and poles and cables at the eastern end of the Conservation 
Area in the vicinity of Bridge House are a case in point. 

  
Preservation and enhancement  

  
 Preservation and enhancement of the character of the Conservation Area 

depends on all who have an interest in the village either as owners, 
occupiers, the District and Parish Councils and other service providers.  
Owners and occupiers of land and buildings have the ability to enhance 
the area through their activities, some of which may require planning 
permission or listed building or conservation area consent.  The District 
Council is responsible for planning control and preservation of the 
character of the Conservation Area is a statutory duty. 
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Work undertaken by those providing electricity and telephone supplies 
can affect the quality of the environment, as can works carried out 
within the highway. 

  
 Preservation of existing character 
  
 It is the aim of the District Council that the character and appearance of 

the Chilton Foliat Conservation Area should be preserved and there are 
various ways in which this can be achieved.  The following list is not 
exhaustive but is intended as a guide to the type of work that would 
contribute to maintaining the quality of the village. 

  
 Action by the District Council: 

 Applications for planning permission and conservation area consent 
to be assessed with reference to this character appraisal. 

 Advice to be made available to owners of historic buildings, listed 
and unlisted, to encourage good standards of maintenance and repair 
and the retention of original materials and details. 

 Contact to be maintained with the County Council as Highway 
Authority concerning works within the Conservation Area and in 
particular the protection of the roadside plane tree.  

 
Although buildings are the main influence of 
Conservation Area character the contribution 
made by spaces between buildings should not 
be overlooked.  Equally important are the 
open spaces that provide the setting to the 
village. 

 Proposals for replacement tree and hedge planting to be encouraged, 
especially where dense evergreen trees can be replaced with 
indigenous species. 

  
 Action by owners: 

 Look carefully at desired changes to buildings and surroundings and 
view the proposal in the context of Chilton Foliat as a rural village. 
Where construction work is involved take particular care in the 
detailed design and choice of materials. 

 It is unusual to find such a high proportion of original iron casement 
windows and their retention should be a priority.  Where 
undertaking alterations to doors and windows on traditional 
buildings copy original styles and details wherever possible. 

 Consider all extensions as complementary to the existing building 
and design in keeping. 

 
Historic buildings are disfigured and 
devalued by the use of standard features such 
as this hardwood door.  Original features 
should be retained or at the very least 
accurately copied in any replacement. 

 Look after trees, shrubs and hedges and, where appropriate, identify 
sites for replacement tree planting.  Do not replace hedges with 
other forms of enclosure, such as walls or fences, especially on 
prominent frontages. 

  
 Listed buildings are subject to special control and cannot be altered 

without consent.  In Chilton Foliat there are a number of unlisted 
buildings of architectural or historic interest and these, including the 
former village school, the Parish Rooms and the former Methodist 
Chapel, are identified on the Conservation Area map.   
  

 Unlisted buildings make up a significant part of village character and 
care should also be taken to preserve their form and architectural detail.  
Here and elsewhere the use of standard replacement doors and windows 
should be avoided.  The introduction of modern features such as 
hardwood or white upvc windows and doors into historic buildings 
diminishes their quality and value and has a detrimental effect on their 
surroundings. 
  

 
It should not be assumed that unlisted 
buildings are necessarily of lesser importance 
to the village scene as can be seen in the 
examples above.  Significant unlisted 
buildings are shown on the Conservation 
Area map.  Careful maintenance of these 
buildings will help preserve the integrity of 
the Conservation Area. 



Enhancement  
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 Where areas or features in a Conservation Area are out of keeping with 

the character of a village it is desirable to seek improvements or 
undertake replacements.  The study shows that there is little within 
Chilton Foliat that falls into this category although the following could 
be considered:  

 The damage to the brick surround to the plane tree needs attention – 
preferably with a new surround and setting for the tree. 

 The Lawson Cypress trees at the western end of the Conservation 
Area are incongruous and replacement with indigenous species is 
desirable.  

 Service poles and overhead wires are unsightly although the 
wirescape tends to be less obvious in the summer months.  Removal 
or resiting of poles and placing of wires underground would be a 
worthwhile improvement but can only be a long-term aim. 

 
The importance of this approach to the 
church is not just its appearance.  The Lych 
Gate and the rows of Limes are the 1914 –18 
village war memorial.   Trees to the west 
each represent a life lost from the parish in 
the 1939-45 war. 

 High timber fencing in Kennet Place detracts from the quality of 
buildings there and a less dominant boundary treatment such as 
hedging would enhance the buildings and their setting.  

  
Areas of potential change  

  
 The 'Limits of Development' defined in the Kennet District Local Plan 

indicate that expansion of the existing built-up area will be resisted.  
Areas of open land west of the church are outside the development line 
as are the open fields on the north-eastern side of the Conservation 
Area.  Development within the Conservation Area is for the most part 
related to long established road frontages and this plan form is integral 
to the historic character of the village.  Some groups of small cottages in 
the village have been combined to form larger dwellings and the scope 
for similar changes is probably limited.  There is likely to be continuing 
pressure for alterations and extensions to existing buildings as a result of 
economic and social changes.     

  
The planning context  

  
 The Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 

places a duty on local planning authorities to determine which parts of 
their area are "Areas of Special Architectural or Historic Interest, the 
character or appearance of which it is desirable to preserve or enhance" 
and to designate them as Conservation Areas.    

  
 The Act, and Government advice given in Planning Policy Guidance 

Note 15, Planning and the Historic Environment, states that the local 
planning authority should formulate and publish proposals for the 
preservation and enhancement of all Conservation Areas and this 
assessment, published as the Chilton Foliat Conservation Area 
Statement, is part of the process. 

  
 This Conservation Area Statement was adopted by the Council as 

Supplementary Planning Guidance on ………….. 2003. SPG provides 
additional information on the interpretation and implementation of 
policies and proposals contained in a Local Plan. 

  
 Consultation procedures, consistent with the advice contained at 

paragraph 4.7 of PPG15 – Planning and the Historic Environment, have 
been undertaken during the preparation of this Statement.   

 
This specimen tree at the eastern edge of the 
Conservation Area provides both a focus and 
a sense of enclosure.  The roadside piers 
relate to Chilton Lodge which with the 
hamlet of Leverton just beyond was within 
the parish until 1894/5 when it became part 
of Berkshire. 
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Paragraph 3.16 of PPG12 – Development Plans, also states that 
adequate consultation is a requirement for adoption of SPG.  The 
Council considers that the consultation undertaken meets the obligations 
for consultations set out in PPG12. 

  
 The Replacement Kennet Local Plan 2001-2011 has been subject to a 

Public Local Inquiry and the Inspector's report has been received.  The 
Inspector's Recommendations will be published as Proposed 
Modifications during the winter of 2003 and Adoption is anticipated 
during the spring-summer of 2004.  It is intended that this Statement 
will provide detailed background information for the interpretation of 
policies contained in the Replacement Local Plan, particularly Policies 
HH5 and HH6.   In addition, the guidance will be relevant to the 
application of Policies PD1, HC5, HC22, HC32a, ED9, ED11a, ED11b, 
AT28 and HH12. 

  
 Summary and Conclusions  
 

 
The Conservation Area at the north-eastern 
corner extends to the treeline.  The boundary 
has been drawn to include the open spaces 
here because of their importance to the 
setting of the village. 

Summary 
  
 The quality of the Chilton Foliat Conservation Area is clearly evident 

and standards of care within the village are notable.  The buildings, 
many of which are listed, collectively make for an attractive street scene 
and these together with the trees and other landscape features fully 
justify Conservation Area designation.  The River Kennet is important 
historically and to those who have a riverside location but the impact 
today on the public scene is limited. The linear plan form of Chilton 
Foliat is an important historic feature of village development that needs 
to be preserved. 

  
 

 
It would be all too easy to spoil this view 
with large signs and obtrusive advertising but 
the modest approach to the treatment of the 
garage is much more in keeping with its 
surroundings.  

The major change that has taken place in Chilton Foliat since the 
Conservation Area was first designated in 1974 is a significant increase 
in new residential development together with the creation of single 
dwellings from small groups of cottages. These changes have taken 
place within a defined village framework and with only a limited effect 
on the appearance of the village. The retention of trees, hedges, and 
boundary walls together with the positioning of buildings means that the 
attractive informality of Chilton Foliat has been maintained.  The lack 
of facilities such as a shop means that those in the village have to travel 
elsewhere for goods and services.  This combined with a continued 
reduction in farming and local employment means that Chilton Foliat is 
now mostly a residential area for those who work elsewhere.  

  
 Conclusions 
 The amount of recent development and the effects of current planning 

policies will restrict the scope for further change in the village, although 
pressure for alterations and extensions to existing buildings is likely to 
continue.   

  
 The character of Chilton Foliat can be adversely affected by 

inappropriate changes to existing buildings especially buildings of 
historic interest whether listed or not.  It is also important to recognise, 
and work with, the form and grain of the village taking into account the 
date and style of buildings, historic boundaries and overall density. 

  
 Trees form an important part of the character of the Conservation Area 

and proposals for long term planting should be considered. Trees, 
verges and other landscape features are important but require care and 
maintenance.   

 
The former Methodist Chapel now converted  
to a dwelling.  From time to time buildings 
constructed for a particular purpose may 
become redundant.  Where these buildings 
are architecturally interesting and a part of 
village history an appropriate new use is 
preferable to demolition.  
 



The "Guide Book and History of St Mary's Church" records that the 
plane tree outside the Old Rectory was once threatened by road 
widening proposals.  Provision for modern day traffic remains a 
potential threat and it is important in this context that proper 
consideration is given to the recognition and protection of the character 
of the Conservation Area. 

  
 The various elements that make up the special character of the village 

can be safeguarded if identified and appreciated.  The purpose of 
designation is to ensure the long-term survival of the character of 
Chilton Foliat for the benefit of existing and future residents, businesses 
and visitors.  The information in this character assessment is intended to 
assist this process and provide guidance for the future. 

  

 
This study of Chilton Foliat is intended to highlight the significant features that make up the character of the village but selection has 
been necessary.   Omission of any items of interest from the text or from the illustrations should not be regarded as an indication that 
they are unimportant in conservation or planning terms. 
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	CHILTON FOLIAT CONSERVATION AREA
	This Statement of the Chilton Foliat Conservation Area has been produced to identify and record those special qualities of the village that make up its architectural and historic character.  This is to provide a sound basis for local plan policies and development control decisions and to assist the development of proposals for the preservation or enhancement of the character or appearance of the area. 
	The Statement contains an assessment of the Chilton Foliat Conservation Area and is intended for all those with an interest in the village, or undertaking work on its buildings, landscape, streets or public spaces.  By drawing attention to the distinctive features of Chilton Foliat it is intended that its character will be protected and enhanced for the benefit of this and future generations.
	Chilton Foliat Conservation Area was designated in November 1974 and since then the boundary has remained unchanged. The Conservation Area extends from the bridge and Bridge House at the south-eastern end of the village to west of the church and encompasses buildings on both sides of the street.  The former buildings of Manor Farm to the north-west of the village are included; 20th century buildings at Stag Hill are outside the area.  Open space is included where it is important to the setting of the village.  The southern boundary of the Conservation Area is the south bank of the River Kennet. 
	Geology and topography
	Chilton Foliat village stands on the north bank of the River Kennet approximately two miles north-west of Hungerford.  Ramsbury is three miles west and Lambourn approximately six miles to the north.  At one time the road through the village formed part of the main road from Hungerford to Hereford (then the A419) although since 1971 through traffic has been redirected to the M4 motorway.
	The village sits on more or less level ground on the 110 metre contour.  Nearly all of the parish lies on chalk although there are extensive deposits of alluvium beside the river.
	Origins and development of the village
	Chilton is a common Anglo Saxon village name linked with 'child'.  In these terms 'Chiltons' are often considered to be farms that support the landowner's heir and may represent the reorganisation of large estates.   It has been suggested that Chilton Foliat was once linked with Ramsbury, as the 10 hide estate of Chilton, when added to the 90 hides of Ramsbury, would have made the Ramsbury Hundred. The parish of Chilton Foliat includes Leverton to the east and East and West Soley to the north. There are Saxon Charters of 984 and 1050 which describe the boundaries of Leverton and Eddington. 
	Foliat comes from the name of the landowners of Chilton Foliat Manor.  Sir Sampson Foliot was the principal landowner here between the 1240s and 1280s and the property passed to other members of the family until coming into the possession of his grandson Henry Tyeys in 1289.
	Chilton Foliat is sandwiched between the two large houses and estates of Littlecote and Chilton Lodge, neither of which lies within the village.  In 1086 parts of the parish were in Berkshire, a situation that lasted until reorganisation in 1895 when the land within Berkshire became part of the parish of Hungerford.
	A Manor House mentioned in 1546 is believed to have stood immediately west of the church on the site of what was later to become Chilton House.  The house was built between 1755 and 1758 and was demolished in 1965; a photograph of the building is displayed in the parish church.
	The village is ranged on both sides of the road and the regular line of boundaries on the north side suggests deliberate planning in the Middle Ages.  There are indications that the village once extended west of the church but buildings there disappeared long ago and by the early 19th century there were many more buildings east of the church than west.  The earliest remaining buildings in the village are the group of three timber framed cottages (previously numbers 88 90 that now form Chilton Cottage) which date from the early to mid 15th century.    
	From its foundation until the 20th century agricultural activity formed the economic base of the village, being both arable and pasture with water meadows providing enriched grassland.  Woodland and parkland were also in use.  In 1086 there were two mills recorded in the parish, a corn mill and a fulling mill.  The corn mill, just west of the bridge, was rebuilt in the 18th century and remained in use until the 1930s.
	In the 17th century a subsidiary course of the road from London to Bath and Bristol followed the north bank of the Kennet, bypassed Hungerford, crossed Chilton Foliat parish and linked Chilton Foliat village to Ramsbury and Marlborough. In 1704 the road in the village was known as High Street and later the eastern part Leverton Lane.  The route through Chilton Foliat and Ramsbury was often called the Plow Way and sometimes referred to as Ramsbury Narrow Way.  The alternative main east-west route through Savernake was turnpiked in 1747 and thereafter became the favoured road leaving Chilton Foliat somewhat isolated.
	On the south bank of the Kennet a parallel road across the parish linked Hungerford and Littlecote House.  Chilton Foliat was linked to that road by a short north-south road which crossed the river at the east end of the street. A bridge had been built there by 1773 probably to encourage traffic and trade into the village.  The present bridge is a three arch 18th century brick structure widened in 1936 when the route was identified as part of the trunk road network.  In the early 19th century there was a series of road links from the village to the north of which only Stag Hill remains.
	The Victoria County History records that there was a tannery in the village from 1620 (or earlier) and a malthouse from the early 18th century to the late 19th century.  It also notes that in the 19th century premises in the street were used for a wide variety of trades to serve local needs and presumably, where possible, passing trade.
	 
	Chilton Foliat in 1900.  This shows how the layout of the village has been influenced by its location alongside the river and on the through route from London to Bath / Bristol. The overall form of the village has remained more or less intact to the present day and almost all of the built-up area on this map is within the Conservation Area.
	Buildings of 17th century origin can be found at Kennet Place east of the bridge, and Vine Cottage in the centre of the village dates from the late 17th or early 18th century.  Many of the listed historic buildings within the Conservation Area are 18th century or are 18th century remodelling of earlier buildings.  19th century buildings, listed and unlisted, make up most of the remainder of the Conservation Area. 19th century development includes the Wheatsheaf Inn and the national school of 1847 which replaced the school that opened in 1835. The Methodist Chapel of 1796 was enlarged in 1932 but later closed and is now a private house.
	A considerable amount of development took place in Chilton Foliat during the 20th century, much of it along Stag Hill and outside the Conservation Area.  Recent development within the area is mostly to the south between the main road and the river.
	Archaeological significance
	Chilton Foliat is recorded in Domesday as Cilletone.  To the west of the village a number of discoveries have been made which date from the Saxon period onwards.  These include a horse harness pendant with traces of gilding, coins, buckles and a large thimble.  Medieval pottery and building material fragments have also been unearthed.  
	Several pre-historic and Romano British finds have been made in the village and Mesolithic and Neolithic flint tools, Bronze Age pottery sherds and Bronze Age tools have all been unearthed.  Other finds include Romano British pottery fragments, coins dating from the 1st and 4th centuries and a brooch.
	Architectural and historic character
	All of the approaches to the village are attractive and create a distinct sense of arrival.  Crossing the bridge from the south there are views east and west to the river and this is the main location where the river is evident from the public view.  The road from Leverton is distinguished by fine trees and by the gatepiers which mark the approach to Chilton, previously Chilton Lodge.  Arriving at the village from the north the buildings are not immediately apparent but begin to appear amongst the trees and then become more prominent past the plane tree outside The Old Rectory.
	A significant number of buildings in the Conservation Area are listed as of special architectural or historic interest and many of these form part of the street scene.  In addition, there are other buildings of historic interest (largely 19th century) that are also part of the street.  Many of the buildings are close to the road and this creates a distinct sense of place with the variety of styles and dates clearly evident.
	Although the main route through the village is continuous, the character of the street varies.  At the western end the layout is low density with trees and open spaces predominant.  From the Old School eastwards the village is more built-up especially on the north side and it is evident that village activity was once found here.   Slight changes in the alignment of the road create visual interest and bring certain buildings into prominence.  At the eastern end of the village the sharp bends present a different and rapidly changing picture and here specimen trees, walls and gates are especially noticeable.
	The approach to the village from the north is first marked by the entrance to the former Manor Farm where there are views to open countryside and considerable tree cover.  Just beyond is the Lych Gate backed by the lime trees that line the pathway to the church, the gate and trees being the parish memorial to those who died in the First World War.  The Parish Church of St. Mary, built of stone and flint, dates from the 13th and early 14th centuries although much restored in the 19th century.  The well maintained churchyard provides an attractive and tranquil setting, particularly to the north where it is away from the noise of the road.  The imposing 19th century memorial to John Pearse and the trees in the churchyard are notable features.
	The character of the Conservation Area is best appreciated from the main street where the picture is largely made up of frontage buildings, walls and trees.  Views between buildings are attractive, but generally limited, and those to the south mostly contained by the woodland.  The Old Rectory, is a notable mid-18th century building, but its impact is lessened by its siting behind a high wall and it is the gates and gatepiers that form part of the street scene.  A number of the 20th century houses here are similarly positioned behind boundary walls.  Moving eastwards  the Old School is the first of the buildings directly on the street and beyond the school the view is of an almost continual built-up frontage.
	Stag House is a prominent late 18th/early 19th century building in red and blue patterned brick and on the other side of Stag Hill is number 64 Chilton Foliat, again 18th century, once three cottages but now a single house.  Development eastwards is a mix of 18th and 19th century building almost all in brick and with tiled or thatched roofs.
	The alignment of the main road means that buildings on the south side are less prominent, especially as some of the 20th century buildings such as Riverside, Meadowcroft and Orchard Green are built away from the road with open frontages.
	Just east of the former Post Office is the present Wheatsheaf PH, an early 19th century brick building with a thatched roof.  This Wheatsheaf replaces an earlier inn of the same name on a different site.  Here, as in a number of other buildings in the village, the brickwork is patterned and includes the use of flint.  Next to The Wheatsheaf is the Parish Hall.  This 20th century building, although not listed, is distinguished and together with the cottages to the east forms the most densely built-up part of the village.
	A number of the buildings on the eastern side of the village are 19th century and these, interspersed with the earlier listed buildings, create a sense of enclosure with Bridge House as the focus when travelling eastwards.  The main elevation of Bridge House faces the river and, although described as of architectural interest, has little discernible effect on the Conservation Area as the road view is less imposing. Crossing the bridge from the south, Mill Cottage and Millbrook are particularly prominent, although The Mill House, set back and slightly below road level, is part hidden behind other buildings and vegetation.
	Passing through the gatepiers at the end of the lane that leads towards Leverton, the built-up character changes with views across the field to the treeline on the north and with an important line of trees to the south.  The driveway and footway to Kennet Place, together with the buildings, have a distinctly enclosed and semi-private character.
	Chilton Foliat Conservation Area - west
	 
	Details of listed buildings are correct at the time of publication but can change.  
	For definitive information it is advisible to check with the District Council
	( Crown copyright.  All rights reserved  Kennet District Council  LA078328 2002
	Chilton Foliat Conservation Area - east
	 
	( Crown copyright. All rights reserved  Kennet District Council  LA078328 2002
	The base map used in this report is the latest available – recent changes in the village may not be shown.
	Building materials and details
	There is an attractive uniformity in the colour and texture of bricks used throughout the village and historic buildings in Chilton Foliat display a range of bricklaying skills.  Patterned brick and brick and flint are also evident.  South of the village at Furze Hill 'Hopgrass Brickworks' is shown on the 1900 Ordnance Survey map and is likely to have been the source of bricks for some of the later buildings in the village. 
	Roof coverings are a mixture of thatch (mostly combed wheat reed), clay tile and slate, although the Church of St. Mary is roofed in stone tile.  The earliest building recorded in the village, apart from the church, is Chilton Cottage, formerly three dwellings, which dates from the early to mid 15th century and which was restored in the late 1970s.  Construction is of timber frame with brick and plaster infill.
	The design and detail of doors and windows are especially important in defining the character of a building.  17th century doors are usually of a simple plank or board design without glazing.  Windows would be small scale casements, probably iron with leaded lights, often replaced in timber although unusually in Chilton Foliat windows in many of the 18th and 19th century buildings are small pane cast iron.  This is a locally distinctive feature that needs to be conserved.
	Numbers 6 and 8 Kennet Place and Vine Cottage date from the 17th century and are constructed in brick with clay tile roofs.  Brickwork on Vine Cottage is of Flemish bond which is common in the village.  First floor windows at Vine Cottage are leaded light casements, whereas the ground floor are 19th century timber sash.
	Buildings of the 18th century fall into two categories, either vernacular cottages in brick and thatch or the designed brick facades, with sliding sash windows, such as can be found at The Old Rectory and Stag House.  18th century doors are generally panelled, usually six-panel, and sometimes part glazed.  Timber sliding sash windows are representative of this period, the slim glazing bars being late Georgian.  Vernacular architecture of the 18th century largely follows earlier design with simple boarded doors and casement windows.
	The pattern of the 18th century is repeated in 19th century buildings so that, for example, numbers 72 to 74, which is a small group of cottages, have decorative brickwork and a thatched roof similar in appearance to earlier buildings.  In the 19th century those buildings designed for a particular purpose such as The Old School and the Parish Hall clearly show their origins.
	Details such as gates, gatepiers and boundary walls all add to visual interest within the village and this applies particularly to features such as the Lych Gate and to the gatepiers at the eastern end of the village.
	Landscape setting and the contribution made by green spaces and trees
	The Chilton Foliat Conservation Area is located in the Kennet Valley Landscape Character Area and the River Kennet is designated as a Site of Special Scientific Interest.  Looking to the north the hillside forms a backdrop to the village and to the south and east the riparian woodlands of the valley dominate.  
	The western end of the Conservation Area contains a formal planted paddock with specimen lime trees and there is a small area of mature woodland west of the church.  A block of Lawson cypress planted on the edge of the paddock creates a dominant and unattractive boundary.
	The churchyard and the grounds of The Old Rectory contain many mature trees but the most significant tree in the village is the enormous plane tree, previously within the garden of The Old Rectory, but now located in the footway just outside.  The position and size of this tree provide a distinctive identity to this part of the Conservation Area.
	To the east of the Conservation Area in the gardens of Kennet Place are some important walnut trees, one of which is covered by a Tree Preservation Order.  Trees beyond the Conservation Area boundary are also important to the character of the village.
	Open spaces are an important part of the character of the Chilton Foliat Conservation Area and provide an attractive setting to the village.  On the western side are the paddocks at the former Manor Farm and the churchyard.  To the north-east are the recreation ground, which provides an significant village amenity, and the fields and trees east of Stag Lane.  From here the early linear development of the village along the main road and later along the lower part of Stag Lane is clearly evident.
	Problems and eyesores
	As with almost every other settlement in the district, the speed and frequency of traffic through the village is a matter of concern.  Vehicles, whether moving or parked, are intrusive and provision for off-street parking is often impossible.  Parked vehicles do however provide an element of traffic calming.
	For the most part the character of Chilton Foliat is well maintained and there is little that is out of keeping.  The continuity of the street scene is interrupted by the Garage which is set back in the centre of the village.  Although the layout here does not conform with the surrounding pattern of development, the effect on the street scene is mitigated by limited use of signs and advertising.  The introduction of activity in an otherwise residential area adds interest to village character.
	The desire for security and privacy is recognised but the introduction of tall fences, walls and gates, and the replacement of hedges with fences, can have a negative impact on the street scene.
	Overhead supply cables can be obtrusive, particularly in the winter months, and poles and cables at the eastern end of the Conservation Area in the vicinity of Bridge House are a case in point.
	Preservation and enhancement
	Preservation and enhancement of the character of the Conservation Area depends on all who have an interest in the village either as owners, occupiers, the District and Parish Councils and other service providers.  Owners and occupiers of land and buildings have the ability to enhance the area through their activities, some of which may require planning permission or listed building or conservation area consent.  The District Council is responsible for planning control and preservation of the character of the Conservation Area is a statutory duty.
	Work undertaken by those providing electricity and telephone supplies can affect the quality of the environment, as can works carried out within the highway.
	Preservation of existing character
	It is the aim of the District Council that the character and appearance of the Chilton Foliat Conservation Area should be preserved and there are various ways in which this can be achieved.  The following list is not exhaustive but is intended as a guide to the type of work that would contribute to maintaining the quality of the village.
	Action by the District Council: 
	 Contact to be maintained with the County Council as Highway Authority concerning works within the Conservation Area and in particular the protection of the roadside plane tree.  
	Action by owners: 
	 Look after trees, shrubs and hedges and, where appropriate, identify sites for replacement tree planting.  Do not replace hedges with other forms of enclosure, such as walls or fences, especially on prominent frontages.
	Listed buildings are subject to special control and cannot be altered without consent.  In Chilton Foliat there are a number of unlisted buildings of architectural or historic interest and these, including the former village school, the Parish Rooms and the former Methodist Chapel, are identified on the Conservation Area map.  
	Unlisted buildings make up a significant part of village character and care should also be taken to preserve their form and architectural detail.  Here and elsewhere the use of standard replacement doors and windows should be avoided.  The introduction of modern features such as hardwood or white upvc windows and doors into historic buildings diminishes their quality and value and has a detrimental effect on their surroundings.
	Enhancement
	Where areas or features in a Conservation Area are out of keeping with the character of a village it is desirable to seek improvements or undertake replacements.  The study shows that there is little within Chilton Foliat that falls into this category although the following could be considered:  
	Areas of potential change
	The planning context
	The Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 places a duty on local planning authorities to determine which parts of their area are "Areas of Special Architectural or Historic Interest, the character or appearance of which it is desirable to preserve or enhance" and to designate them as Conservation Areas.   
	The Act, and Government advice given in Planning Policy Guidance Note 15, Planning and the Historic Environment, states that the local planning authority should formulate and publish proposals for the preservation and enhancement of all Conservation Areas and this assessment, published as the Chilton Foliat Conservation Area Statement, is part of the process.
	This Conservation Area Statement was adopted by the Council as Supplementary Planning Guidance on ………….. 2003. SPG provides additional information on the interpretation and implementation of policies and proposals contained in a Local Plan.
	Consultation procedures, consistent with the advice contained at paragraph 4.7 of PPG15 – Planning and the Historic Environment, have been undertaken during the preparation of this Statement.   
	Paragraph 3.16 of PPG12 – Development Plans, also states that adequate consultation is a requirement for adoption of SPG.  The Council considers that the consultation undertaken meets the obligations for consultations set out in PPG12.
	Summary and Conclusions 
	Summary
	The quality of the Chilton Foliat Conservation Area is clearly evident and standards of care within the village are notable.  The buildings, many of which are listed, collectively make for an attractive street scene and these together with the trees and other landscape features fully justify Conservation Area designation.  The River Kennet is important historically and to those who have a riverside location but the impact today on the public scene is limited. The linear plan form of Chilton Foliat is an important historic feature of village development that needs to be preserved.
	The major change that has taken place in Chilton Foliat since the Conservation Area was first designated in 1974 is a significant increase in new residential development together with the creation of single dwellings from small groups of cottages. These changes have taken place within a defined village framework and with only a limited effect on the appearance of the village. The retention of trees, hedges, and boundary walls together with the positioning of buildings means that the attractive informality of Chilton Foliat has been maintained.  The lack of facilities such as a shop means that those in the village have to travel elsewhere for goods and services.  This combined with a continued reduction in farming and local employment means that Chilton Foliat is now mostly a residential area for those who work elsewhere. 
	Conclusions
	The amount of recent development and the effects of current planning policies will restrict the scope for further change in the village, although pressure for alterations and extensions to existing buildings is likely to continue.  
	The character of Chilton Foliat can be adversely affected by inappropriate changes to existing buildings especially buildings of historic interest whether listed or not.  It is also important to recognise, and work with, the form and grain of the village taking into account the date and style of buildings, historic boundaries and overall density.
	Trees form an important part of the character of the Conservation Area and proposals for long term planting should be considered. Trees, verges and other landscape features are important but require care and maintenance.   
	The "Guide Book and History of St Mary's Church" records that the plane tree outside the Old Rectory was once threatened by road widening proposals.  Provision for modern day traffic remains a potential threat and it is important in this context that proper consideration is given to the recognition and protection of the character of the Conservation Area.
	The various elements that make up the special character of the village can be safeguarded if identified and appreciated.  The purpose of designation is to ensure the long-term survival of the character of Chilton Foliat for the benefit of existing and future residents, businesses and visitors.  The information in this character assessment is intended to assist this process and provide guidance for the future.
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