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	Bulletin Number: 9
	Date: 30 March 2010


Spring has sprung and the weather is certainly improving.  No doubt lots to keep you all busy.  There are a couple of things that I would like to highlight this month and they are:
RAVES
We are arriving at the time of year when "Raves" occur, or to describe them accurately, large, unlicensed events, trespassing on land and which cause considerable distress and inconvenience to local people, and leave land-owners with a significant amount of rubbish to clear up.

Many Raves take place in rural areas as there is often fairly easy access to open spaces or barns with less chance of being found before the event is fully established.

Wiltshire Police is committed to tackling these illegal events and those who organise them but we need your help.  Rave organisers usually visit the areas used for Raves beforehand to find suitable sites.  If you think people, or a vehicle may be involved in this, please contact us and let us know.

If you own land, particularly land which has fairly even ground close to a road or track, and particularly if there is a barn or large building there, your land could be just what a Rave organiser is looking for.  You could consider making this land less accessible by using barriers, ditches or by otherwise securing it.  Doing so may deter a Rave at your farm or on your land and reduce disruption for you and your community.
If you have any information regarding a rave which is going to be held on your land or near you please contact a member of the Rural Crime Team immediately.  If there is a rave setting up please ring 999.

Landrovers
As you are aware from the last bulletin we had 10 Landrovers either stolen or attempts made to steal them in January 2010.  I put out a request for the loan of a Landrover and someone kindly loaned us a vehicle. 

Rural Crime Team along with other officers carried out an operation to tackle the problem of stolen Landrovers.  The number of Landrover thefts have decreased at this time.  There is still an ongoing issue with Landrover Defenders being the vehicle or choice.  The Registrations that have been affected are L, M, N & P.  These were all prior to factor fitted immobiliser systems.  I am highlighting this again as a problem so please take notice if you own a Landrover.  There will be articles in the press and also letters going out to Landrover owners.  There is generic crime prevention advice below, however, if you would like more site specific advice please contact the Rural Crime Team and I will task a Crime Reduction Officer to contact you. 

The Wiltshire Police Crime Prevention have issued the following advice:

Secure your vehicle at all times, even when parked up outside your home
If you don’t have any security features built into your vehicle, invest in some additional ones.  Make sure the products conform to British standards; a good start would be to have a look at the Sold Secure website

If you cannot park your vehicle in a garage or behind closed gates, park your vehicle in a well lit area in the curtilage of your property, preferably in an area where it is overlooked

Having a full tank of fuel provides thieves with more opportunities

Make sure your number plates are clean and easily visible, this makes it easier for police to spot it if stolen, and for witnesses to clearly see it if it is seen in suspicious circumstances

Always report anything suspicious as soon as possible 
Op EIDER
Wiltshire Police will be working with other agencies, including RSPB, to help protect Schedule 1 listed, and other breeding birds within County.  This will primarily focus around Egg Collectors and Nest Disturbance of Schedule 1 listed birds, ie: offences against Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981. These are Criminal Offences which Police Officers deal with.  We may use the Farmwatch text alert system if we are asking communities to be aware of certain vehicles or individuals. Likewise we would ask that anyone who is calling the police to report any such incident, to state that it is in relation to Op EIDER.

Updates
The Rural Crime Team Officers have been working on operations over the last few weeks with Deer Poaching.  Whilst and since this operation the deep poaching has stopped in that area.

The reported incidents of hare coursing have are down, but stay vigilant as once the weather improves we are expecting them to start rising again.  

I haven’t got any further updates from courts as yet for prosecutions.  One of the court cases from last November has been adjourned until end of May 2010, as and when I get the update from that I will publish the results.

Keep reporting the incidents and supplying the information so we can tackle the issues effectively.

I hope you all have a fantastic Easter Holiday period and the snow doesn’t hit this area over the next weekend or so.

PS 693 Andrea Faircloth
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